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My companion and friend at sea, JoJo, the wild dolphin, and forever, the National Treasure of the Turks and Caicos Islands 
 

Dean Bernal was raised in California coastal communities and graduated from the University of California, Santa Barbara.  Dean first 
visited the Turks and Caicos Islands in 1984.  There he encountered three young sociable dolphins swimming in the shallow coastal waters.  

One would become known as JoJo and was befriended by Dean.   
This children’s story is based on Dean and JoJo’s real true life adventures. See www.deanandjojostory.com
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Once upon a time, there was a group of enchanted islands. 
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These islands were called the Turks and Caicos Islands, and soon a few people, like Dean, began to 

discover their natural beauty. 
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Legend has it—a mermaid, named Ama, keeps watch over the islands like a guardian angel. 
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For many years, she watched a family of dolphins that lived in the warm, shallow bay. 
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Each day, the dolphins would swim out to the reef to play and eat.  The littlest dolphins suckled on 

their mothers for milk, the other dolphins ate fish. 
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After eating, the dolphins would swim to the shallow water to rest, and sometimes the little dolphins 

would continue to play. 
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One little dolphin seemed different, and Ama the Mermaid kept a watchful eye on this one. Ama 

named this dolphin JoJo 
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One day, the winds blew long and hard.  Flashes of lightening and rumbles of thunder filled the skies.  

JoJo stayed close to his mother. 
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The wind thrashed the trees and raised the waves.  The storm forced the dolphins into shallow 

water for protection. 
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The next day, the wind eased and became calm.  The dark skies started to break and let the rays of 
the sun through.  But the dolphins were trapped in a lagoon, and the tide was very low.  Many of the 

dolphins were not moving because they were stuck on the sand. 
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JoJo’s mother said, “ JoJo, you are small enough, JoJo.  Before the water becomes too shallow, swim 

across the sandbar through the pass and stay in safe water.  We will try to swim to you when the 
tide rises, but you must go now because the heat of the sun may take our lives.” 
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JoJo swam until he could no longer hear the voices of his mother and pod.  The sandbar was long and 
filled with garbage blown in from the storm.  As he tried to make it to the safe water, JoJo became 
trapped in a net.  He could not continue, so he lay quietly.  The heat of the sun soon made him sleep. 
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On a nearby island, Dean was asleep in his hammock.  He was awakened by a falling coconut and 

suddenly felt the strong need to check on the dolphin family after the fierce storm. 
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Dean found the tiny dolphin—not moving and seemingly lifeless—and carried him to safe water to 

cool his body. 
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When JoJo awoke, he noticed Dean sitting nearby on the beach.  JoJo knew he had been rescued and 

looked at Dean wonderingly. 
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When nightfall came, Dean felt the cool night air and departed on his swim home.  JoJo stayed and waited for his 
mother to swim across the sandbar.  The tides rose and fell, but none of the other dolphins ever came, and no one 

answered his calling.  JoJo felt very alone. He really missed his mother. 

© 2009 copyright by Dean Bernal – All rights reserved by The Dean & JoJo Company® 18 



 
JoJo waited for days and in time became very hungry.  He remembered that his family had chased 

fish to feed on while he suckled milk from his mother. 
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He decided to search for the fishing grounds.  Perhaps his mother and the other dolphins had found 

another escape and would be waiting there for him??  JoJo swam even faster, excited at the 
thought of finding the other dolphins. 

 

© 2009 copyright by Dean Bernal – All rights reserved by The Dean & JoJo Company® 20



 
As he neared the fishing grounds, JoJo heard the splashing of water.  Perhaps this was the sound of 
the dolphins jumping in the sea??  He followed the sound of splashing and found a human swimming 

far out to sea all alone. 
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JoJo recognized Dean, the boy who had rescued him when he was stranded in the shallow water. 
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JoJo thought it was strange that Dean was swimming out to sea and not towards land.  JoJo feared 
the deep waters because he was a small dolphin and knew of the great sharks far out to sea.  Dean 

was pleased and surprised when he found JoJo swimming with him. 
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JoJo swam very close to Dean in the deep water. Dean taught JoJo how to be careful of the big 

sharks. 
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One day, Dean and JoJo were out swimming when a big shark started to swim towards Dean. It 

looked like the shark was going to bite Dean. 
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JoJo, even though he was scared, knew he had to help Dean. So, he swam as fast and hard as he 

could and put his head into the sharks head and pushed the shark away from Dean. The shark knew 
JoJo was stronger than he was and swam far away. 
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JoJo and Dean finally turned and headed back to shore.  Dean took JoJo to the shallow water, and 
JoJo recognized this as his home and feeding grounds.  He immediately began to chase and eat the 

fish.  Dean watched with amazement. 
 
 



 

 
As they approached the shore, JoJo continued to eat.  Once Dean got out of the water, he sat with 

his dog, Toffy, on the beach waiting for JoJo to finish eating. 
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When JoJo’s stomach was full, he swam closer to shore. Toffy jumped into the water to play with 

JoJo. 
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Every day, Dean and JoJo continued to swim far out to sea. They were friends. JoJo still missed his 

mother, and sometimes missing her hurt a lot. When Dean and JoJo played together, JoJo felt 
better. 
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One day, Dean and JoJo were surprised when a dolphin swam up to them. This dolphin had a piece of her 
tail missing. JoJo recognized the dolphin was his sister who had stranded with JoJo’s mother. 
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JoJo’s sister said a shark had bitten her tail, but she was still able to swim, even if she had to go a bit 
slower than before. She was still the same loving dolphin. 
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JoJo was so happy to see his sister. His sister said she had been able to get out of the shallow water but 
that their mother had been stuck and that she couldn’t push out to sea. 
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JoJo, Dean and Toffy, were so happy to have a new member of their family and they spent lots of time 
playing together and having fun. 
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As more and more people learned about JoJo, his human pod grew.  The humans were fascinated with 

the friendly dolphin. 
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JoJo was soon declared a National Treasure, and Dean was appointed as JoJo’s warden to protect 

him and his ocean home. 
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 Dean created the JoJo Dolphin Project to protect lone dolphins like JoJo by providing legal protection, medical attention, public 
education and research, leading to a better understanding of these unique creatures. JoJo was declared a National Treasure of the 
Turks and Caicos Islands and Dean was appointed his official warden. The Dean and JoJo Children’s Enrichment Foundation was created 
by Dean Bernal to provide programs for children in need. Please see:     

                                www.deanandjojochildrensfund.org 
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Dedication  
To my Mother and Father for passing on their love of nature and their love for the animals that shared our home, and to 
the many children who create a better understanding of the intimate relationship between man and nature.  And to Ama, 
the artist who sculpted the Dean and JoJo bronze. 

 
To JoJo and Toffy 

They have both shared the ocean and beach with me. 
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Many thanks go to the people who helped to bring this children’s book to fruition. Also, a special thanks to the West 

Valley College Design Group in California, for their incredible help in the early stages of publication. 
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